
Miami County Health Department 

1201 Lakemary Drive 

Paola, Kansas 

Phone: 913-294-2431 

Fax: 913-294-9506 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: June 16, 2020 

Re: COVID-19 Mass Gathering/Community Event Guidance Document  

Background: The Miami County Health Department in collaboration with the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KHDE) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is responding 
to an international outbreak of respiratory disease named “coronavirus disease 2019” (COVID-19) 
caused by a new type of coronavirus. Large events and mass gatherings can contribute to the spread of 
COVID-19 in Miami County via workers, attendees and travelers. Examples of large events include, but 
are not limited to: conferences, festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, weddings, and other types 
of ceremonies or assemblies. This guidance document has been based on local, state and federal 
guidance and is not comprehensive or exhaustive. This guidance is intended for organizers and staff 
responsible for planning; as such, please familiarize yourself with any available guidance specific to your 
affiliation, all while keeping the health and safety of the community in the forefront of planning and 
preparation for your event or gathering.  

Older adults and persons with severe underlying health conditions are considered to be at increased risk 
of more serious illness after contracting COVID-19. Priority should be given to ensuring the safety of 
these groups of people, particularly for any mass gatherings that are expected to have a large number of 
older adults or persons with underlying conditions.  

Considerations for postponing or cancelling a mass gathering: 

 The overall number of attendees 

 The number of people attending who are at greater risk of more serious illness 

 The density in which attendees would potentially be confined 

 Economic impact to participants, attendees, staff or community  

 The current level of transmission, number of active cases in the area in which the event will be 
held, as well as the areas from which your attendees will travel 

COVID-19 transmission prevention strategies: 

 Promote the practice of preventative measures such as health messages within brochures, on 
social media platforms and/or displaying signs throughout the event. These messages might 
include: 

o Stay at home when you are sick, except to seek medical care 
o Practice respiratory etiquette, cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue and properly 

dispose of tissue 



o Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to 
the bathroom, before eating, after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing. If soap and 
water are not available, use hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol 

o Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth  
 
Note: Use culturally appropriate messages, materials, and resources. Identify and address 
potential language, cultural and disability barriers associated with communicating COVID-19 
information to event staff and attendees.  
 

 Routinely clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that are frequently touched 
o Use all cleaning products according to the label 
o For disinfection, most common EPA-registered household disinfectants should be 

effective 

 Six-foot sections can be marked between attendees/households, (use small flags, tape, balloons 
etc. to indicate the distance) 

 If chairs/seating is provided, thoroughly disinfect before and after use  

 Identify how personal use items such as masks, cloth face coverings and gloves would be 
recommended or required by employees, vendors and/or attendees. Note, if required, please 
have a supply available for use. 

 Sharing or exchanging of materials of any kind poses an increased risk for transmission/spread 

 Set expectations, policies or guidelines in advance, to ensure overall health and safety 

 Consider timing of event- if an event is held outdoors, consider temperatures and weather 
exposure 

 Procedures should be put in place to limit crowding, and arrangements should be made to 
accommodate crowd size 

 Promote use of technology (e.g. webinar, video conference, live stream, etc.) as a way to gather 
or attend event 

 Use signage and barriers to limit movement and maintain social distancing and to direct the flow 
of traffic 

o Consider separate entrance/exit 
o Open gates or doors early to allow orderly entrance  

 Space tables appropriately to keep patrons at least 6 feet apart 

 Provide services and event activities while limiting close interactions with attendees  

 Provide adequate sanitation and personal hygiene for employees, vendors and attendees  

 On a case-by-case basis, include other practices appropriate for specific types of events, such as 
screening employees for illness and exposures upon work entry, non-cash transactions etc.  

 Consider whether concession sales and buffet-style serving areas are to be permitted  

 Require COVID-19 positive employees or planners to stay home, while infectious 
o Symptoms include, but are not limited to: fever, chills, muscle aches, cough, sore throat, 

shortness of breath, change in taste or smell, vomiting, nausea, diarrhea etc.  

 

For current information and facts regarding COVID-19 in Kansas, refer to KDHE’s COVID-19 resource 
center and ‘Ad Astra: A Plan to Reopen Kansas’ at: https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/ or contact the 
Miami County Health Department at 913-294-2431, Miami County Emergency Management at 913-294-
3232 or the 24/7 KDHE Epidemiology Hotline at 877-427-7317.  

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/


For additional COVID-19 resources, please visit: 

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/255/Plan-to-Reopen-FAQs  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-
gatherings.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Mass-Gatherings-
Document_FINAL.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2ssqSXpKQO04Lh9XAzjyEp4BI5d4YG38quVHpIIr8JAZVOIuB6zb5GQHc  

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/ 

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/communication/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F20
19-ncov%2Fphp%2Fpublic-health-communicators-get-your-community-ready.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html 

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/224/What-to-do-if-you-think-youre-sick 

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/FAQ.aspx  

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/225/How-to-protect-yourself-and-others  
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